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PREFACE. 



DOUBTlyESS it would have added interest to 
this Record had it extended to the numerous 
branches of the Halsted and Ogden families, and 
if, more especially, a complete record had been 
given of the direct descendants of Dr. Robert 
Halsted, embracing his children's children, and 
their children's children, for whom this sketch 
was at first intended. But this to the Compiler 
would have been a task impossible of accomplish- 
ment. 

However, having ascertained the origin of the 
family, and traced the relationship from our 
American ancestors, and which for convenience 
terminates in herself, others so related, and so 
disposed, can supply the omissions, and readily 
continue their own immediate family record. 

E. R. K. 
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FACTS AND INCIDENTS REI^ATING TO THB 
GENEAI.OGY AND HISTORY OF THE 

HALSTED FAMILY, 

ASCERTAINED WHII,E TRA VEILING IN ENGLAND 
DURING THE SUMMER OF 189O. 



WE made our first attempt to gather informa- 
tion at St. lyconards on the Sea, by care- 
fully studying our maps and guide-books and 
making inquiries. We learned something of the 
town named Halsted, Co. Essex, and that from 
the Vicar there, who has charge of the Parish 
Register, we might possibly get interesting 
details. We determined at a more convenient 
time to visit that place. I^ater, at Tunbridge 
Wells, an English gentleman suggested that 
inquiry might be made at another village of the 
same name, Halstead, in Co. Kent. We learned 
from him also, that the name was well known in 
England, and that although differently spelled by 
the omission or addition of letters — a frequent 
practice in England, and optiojial with families — 
yet it is one and the same family. He described 
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the situation of this second Halsted as very 
beautiful, in the midst of an agricultural district, 
and where Darwin, the celebrated naturalist, 
made his experiments. August 25th, we made 
an excursion there, and found our way over the 
hills and through the stiles to the Rectory, and 
made known our errand to the Rector, Rev. Mr. 
Pearson. He examined the Register from an 
early date in the sixteenth century, but did not 
find an individual of the name recorded, neither 
was there anyone of the name of Halsted in his 
parish, and no such on the old tomb-stones in the 
churchyard. He thought the place did not take 
its name from any family, or person, but from its 
locality, being situated on very high ground, the 
double word, '* Hal-stead,'* meaning high place. 
He said that doubtless originally it was ecclesias- 
tical property. This part of Kent is indeed very 
beautiful, called by some the "Garden of 
England.** We enjoyed the scenery and the day, 
though unsuccessful in the main object of our 
visit. 

From Tunbridge Wells we went again to Lon- 
don, and on reaching that city were soon in 
search of the Government Admiralty Office, now 
located in St James's Palace, where we hoped to 
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learn something of Admiral Halsted, and from 
that source get further particulars. After the 
customary preliminaries, we addressed a letter to 
the Secretary, asking for such information ; this 
letter was immediately sent to his department, 
where we were informed that he would reply to 
our address. While awaiting his answer, and to 
improve our time, on the following day we took 
the North Eastern Railway for Halsted, Co, 
Essex, two or more hours distant iBrom London. 
Here, on reaching the platform we noticed a 
little gathering of firiends, and one of them, 
we surmised, might be the clergyman we 
wished to interview. The situation was embar- 
rassing, as we were in haste, and he also, as he 
was just leaving on the train to be married, and 
to join the bride elect at her home in the next 
parish. We were quickly introduced to this 
Vicar (Rev. Mr. Gibbon), as Americans, wishing 
to see the Records. He was extremely courteous, 
and at once directed us to his clerk, a Mr. 
Cooper, who would take us in charge and do all 
he could for us. Accordingly we proceeded 
through High Street to the residence of Mr, 
Cooper. The town was alive with excitement. 
Flags were flying and great rejoicing in antici- 
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pation of the marriage of the Vicar, to be con- 
summated at noon. 

Mr. Cooper went with us to the old Parish 
Church (St, Andrew's), and to the Vestry where 
is kept the chest containing the remains of records, 
now scarcely legible and written in Old English. 
It is said that these papers are not of high value. 
The collection seems to have been robbed of 
nearly all its ancient documents ; some names are 
missing from pages that have been lost, and there 
are few papers or parchments which date further 
back than the reign of Charles II. Mr. Cooper 
was unsuccessful, not finding anything satis- 
factory. We then followed him to the adjoining 
graveyard, in search of the oldest tombstones, 
but with the same unsatisfactory results. St. 
Andrew's is a fine old structure of the Saxon 
period, and has recently been restored. It con- 
tains interesting old monuments ; two of them are 
placed over the tombs of Knight Templars, 
dated 1409. 

At the photographer's we obtained views of the 
church, also a book entitled '*01d and New 
Halsted," which gives a history of the place since 
1041, during the Saxon monarchy, to the present 
time, and according to record was called at differ- 
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ent times, "Halsad/' **Halstide," **Howlstede," 
"Howsted/* and now "Halstead/' This book 
states that it derives its name from two Saxon 
words — Aael (healthy, or well), and siead (a place). 
At the time of William the Conqueror it belonged 
to three Norman chiefs, who had assisted him in 
his conquest. Not long after the Conquest it 
was possessed by a family of note, surnamed 
De Hausted, and it was here that Richard de 
Hausted lived during the reigns of Stephen and 
Henry II. He is said to have given two 
parts of the tithes of his lands in this parish 
to the Priory of St. John, at Stokes juxta 
Clare, which Archbishop Beckett confirmed ; 
and another portion of his tithes here was 
given to the Priory of Colne. His son Peter 
sold the estate. 

Having finished our business, we left Halstead 
at noon, while the sweet bells of St. Andrews 
Church were pealing and merrily chiming, an- 
nouncing to the villagers the marriage of their 
popular Vicar. 

On our return to I/)ndon we received the reply 
from the Secretary of the Admiralty giving us 
^permission to apply at the Public Record OflBce 
(Rolls House), Chancery Lane, where the Ad- 
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miralty records are lodged (prior to 1800), to 
search for the required information. 

August 29th, we presented our letter of admis- 
sion at this office, where we spent most of the 
day, and succeeded, with the aid of an expert, in 
getting dates, &c., which assisted us the follow- 
ing day, at the British Museum, in getting further 
information from old histories, dating from the 
days of the Crusaders, 1150. From these books 
in the Reading Room of the British Museum, we 
copied all we could find relating to the Halsted 
family, beginning with this extract from the 
** Bibliotheca Topograpica Britannica ": 
History and AniiquiHes of Hawsted. Chapter III., 

" Lords of the Manor and other Proprietors of the 

Land,*' pages 80, 81. 1150 to 1170 a.d. 

" About this time a family (as was common) took its 
name from the place, and, in the reign of King Stephen, 
Ralph de Halstede, and Roger, his brother, gave the 
Abbot an opportunity of carrying a point of great conse- 
quence from the Crown." 

** The story is thus related : 

** William Martell, the King's sewer, attended by many 
prelates, barons and others, and sitting in his seat of 
justice in the Bishop's garden at Norwich; two courtiers, 
Jordon de Bloffville and Richard de Walden, produced a 
young man named Herbert, who was ready to prove to 
the Court that he served John Fitz Gilbert in the army 
when the King led his forces against Bedford, at that 
time in the possession of his enemies, and that Robert 
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and Adam de Horningsherth had discourse with Ralph 
de Halstede and Roger his brother (who had come 
privately out of the town and changed their horses, 
shields and saddles), about betraying and murdering the 
King. They therefore demanded in the King's name 
that the cause might be heard and justice done. Upon 
this ordering, the Abbot, who was present, stood up and 
harangued the Court, informing them that the accused 
brothers were within the liberty of St. Edmund, and 
therefore amenable only to him. This privilege was dis- 
cussed at large, and the Abbot established his claim, by 
the determination of the Court, and confirmation of the 
King." 

" The above Ralph held here of the Abbot one cur- 
racate and a half of land, and two borderers, as appears 
among the records of Abbot Baldwyn. 

** Of this family was probably John de Hawsted, who 
(i Edward II.) obtained a grant to himself and the heirs 
of his body of the Manor of Duchangre, Co. Northamp., 
with certain lands in Whittlewood, and divers other 
lands in said county, and (2 Edward II.) was in the wars 
of Scotland. In 15 — (Edward II.), he had the castle 
and honour of Clare, Co. Suffolk, committed to his 
charge, and was made Senechal of Gascoine. Moreover, 
in consideration of services done, and to be done, he ob- 
tained a grant of 200 marks sterling, to be paid annually 
during; his life, out of the customs of Bordeaux.*' 

** The said Robert had one Knight's Fee in Hawstede, 
and half a one in Brockley. Hawstede was in the County 
of Suffolk." 

"Abbot Sampson (who presided from 1192 to 1211) 
and the Convent granted to Robert, the son of Ralph de 
Halsted, and his heirs (land)." 

"1640, Petition of Lawrance Halsted, that he may 
have leave to take his ordinary course of law against Sir 
George Hastings, for the recovery of debt, &c." 



Digitized by 



Google 



14 tnn SAi^i^ED i^amilV 

"October 29, 1645, Lawrance Halsted took arms 
against the King. He petitioned to have his lands 
restored " 

"Lawrance Halsted vindicated, September 10, 1657." 
The Naval Career of Sir Lawrance William Halsted^ 
1782- i8is^ Copied from " MarshalPs Naval Bio- 
graphy y** Vol, /, page 42gy edition 1823, which can be 
seen in the Reading Room, of the British Museum, 
"Sir Lawrance William Halsted, Vice- Admiral of the 
White and Knight Commander of the Most Honourable 
Military Order of the Bath. 

" This officer is a son of the late Captain Halsted, 
R.N., and, if we mistake not, was third lieutenant of the 
Canada 74, commanded by the Hon. William Comwallis, 
in the memorable action between Sir George B. Rodney 
and the Count de Grasse, April 12th, 1782. On that 
important day the Canada was in the centre division, and 
of course warmly engaged for some time before the 
alteration of the wind gave an opportunity to break the 
enemy's line. She after this continued in action, and 
bore up with those of the French ships which stood firm 
to their Admiral. After refitting at Jamaica, the Canada 
being ordered home with the convoy and prizes, was in 
that dreadful storm which proved fatal to Ville de Paris, 
Centaur, and so great a part of the men-of-war and mer- 
chant ships. She, however, weathered the gale better 
than any ship of the fleet, and arrived safe at Ports- 
mouth, where she was paid off in October, 1782; and 
from that period we find no mention of the subject of 
this memoir, until the Russian armament in T791, when 
he commanded the Atlantic sloop in the East Indies. 
On the 31st May in the same year, he obtained post-rank, 
and early in 1794 was appointed to the Hector, of 74 
guns, bearing the flag of Rear Admiral (now Sir George) 
Montague, from which ship he afterwards removed with 
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that officer into the London^ a second rater. He subse- 
quently commanded the Venus, of 32 guns, forming part 
of Rear Admiral Harvey's squadron in the North Sea. 
In the spring of 1796 we find Captain Halsted in the 
PhoeniXy a 36-gun frigate, on the same station, under 
the orders of Admiral Duncan, who, having received 
intelligence that a small Dutch squadron had sailed from 
a port in Norway, bound to the Texel, despatched him, 
with the Leopold, Pegasus, and Sylph sloop, in quest of 
them. Early in the morning on the 12th May the enemy 
were seen to leeward, consisting of a frigate, three brigs, 
and a cutter. Captain Halsted immediately gave chase, 
upon which the brigs bore up, and were followed by the 
Pegasus and Sylph, The frigate was closely pursued by 
the Phoenix, At a quarter past eight a.m., the British 
frigate being close up on her weather quarter, she 
hoisted Dutch colors, upon which Captain Halsted 
ordered a shot to be fired across her, and, ranging up to 
windward, commenced a close and brisk action, which 
continued about twenty minutes, when she struck, and 
proved to be the Argo, of 36 guns and 236 men, six of 
whom were killed and 28 wounded. The Phoenix had 
one man slain and three wounded. Two of the brigs, the 
Echo, of 18, and De Gier, of 14 guns, were driven on 
shore by the Pegasus and Sylph to the eastward of Texel. 
Admiral Duncan with the squadron chased the other, 
which was taken possession of by the Sylph, She proved 
to be the Mercury, of 16 guns and 88 men. The next 
day the cutter was brought into the fleet ; she was the 
Duke of York, buoy boat, taken on the nth by the 
Argo. The Phoenix was afterwards stationed on the 
coast of Ireland, where she captured several of the 
enemy's large privateers. In the summer of 1800 she 
was employed in the blockade of Cadiz, under Sir Richard 
Bickerton, and from thence proceeded to the Mediter- 
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ranean, where Captain Halsted was entrusted with the 
command of a squadron of frigates stationed off Elba, to 
prevent supplies being conveyed to the French troops 
then on that island. On the 3d August, 1801, at 2.30 
P.M., a frigate and several small vessels were seen to the 
southward of Piombino passage, steering for Port Lon- 
gone. The squadron went in chase of them immediately, 
and at 10 minutes past 8, after several shots had been 
fired from the bow and stern-chasers, Captain Gower, of 
the Pomone^ ran alongside of the frigate and soon com- 
pelled her to surrender. She proved to be La Carrere, 
of 40 guns and 356 men, from Port Hercule, with ammu- 
nition for the French army. The vessels under her 
convoy were laden with ordnance stores, &c. On the 
2d of the following month, two French frigates were dis- 
covered steering towards Leghorn, to which Captain 
Halsted gave chase. On the approach of the squadron 
one of them ran ashore off Vado, and struck her colours 
without offering any resistance. She was found to be 
the Success, formerly British. The other Frigate, La 
BravourCf of 46 guns and 283 men, got on shore near a 
battery, to the southward of Leghorn, where her masts 
soon went by the board, and the ship was totally lost. 
By the exertions of Lieutenant Thompson, of the 
Phoetdxy and the men employed under him, the 
Success was got off without receiving any material 
injury. Captain Halstead arrived from Portsmouth 
the Mediterranean June 24, 1802. In the spring 
of 1805 he was appointed to the Namur, a cut- 
down 90, in which ship he assisted at the capture 
of the four French line-of-battle ships that had 
escaped from the battle of Trafalgar. On this occasion 
the Namur had four men killed and eight wounded. In 
the month of December, 1807, when the late Sir Charles 
Cotton was appointed Commander-in-Chief on the 
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Lisbon Station, the subject of this memoir was selected 
by that officer to serve as captain of the fleet under his 
orders, and accordingly proceeded with him to the coast 
of Portugal, where he continued until the Coronation of 
Cintra and the surrender of a Russian squadron that had 
sought refuge in the Tagus. Up to that period, in the 
arduous duties of a tediously protracted blockade, during 
times of eventful import and services of considerable 
magnitude, the Admiral received the most effectual 
aid from the effective exertions of Captain Halsted, 
whose advice, energy and zeal were eminently con- 
spicuous and exemplary. Our officer returned to Eng- 
land with Sir Charles Cotton in the Hibernian of 120 
guns, in December, 1808. He was advanced to the rank 
of Rear Admiral, July 31, 1810 ; Vice-Admiral, June 4, 
1814 ; and nominated a K.C.6. January 2, 1815." 

''Sir Lawrance William Halsted married, in 1803, a 
daughter of Sir Edward Pellew, Bart, (now Viscount 
Exmouth), residence, Phoenix Lodge, Alton, County 
Hants.»» 

After this extended sketch of the Admiral, ap- 
propriately will follow a notice of one of his 
descendants, Lieutenant I^wrence William Hal- 
sted, to whose memory a monument has been 
placed in the north transept of Chester Cathedral. 
On it are inscribed these words : 
To the Memory 
of 
Lieutenant William Lawrance Halsted 
Of the 87th Royal Irish Fusiliers 
Who died in Chester Castle 
March 14th 1829 
Aged 28 years 
This monument is erected in testimony of the 
respect and esteem of his brother officers. 
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This monument is sunnounted by sculptured 
crossed banners ; the shield of the coat of arms is 
placed above these, with the crest at the apex. 

From the " Report of the Royal Commission on 
Historical Manuscripts, 1876," page 362, we 
quote the following sentence from the manuscript 
of Evelyn Philip Shirley, Esq., of Ettington Hall, 
Co. Warwick: "The rarity and value of Halstead's 
Genealogies is well known to literary men.*' 

This notice we thought might refer to a book 
edited by one of the name of Halstead, or pos- 
sibly it might refer to a genealogy of the Halstead 
family. For information on this point, we ad- 
dressed a letter of inquiry to the author of this 
manuscript. We received a reply from his widow, 
stating that her daughter had looked in vain for 
such information among the papers of her 
deceased husband. 

Leaving Chester and its interesting Cathedral, 
we traveled on to Cambridge, in the vicinity of 
which we found ^a third locality named **Haw- 
sted." This Hawsted in Co. SuflFolk, is so 
spelled to distinguish it from Halstead in Co. 
Essex. Originally both these places were in- 
cluded in the same domain, though now divided 
by the county line. 
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To reach Hawstead from Cambridge we took a 
branch train to Bury St. Edmunds, and from 
there by carriage, six miles over a good road and 
through a charming country, to Hawstead Parish, 
We were driven direct to the Rectory. The Rec- 
tor, Rev. Leslie Mercer, received us cordially, 
placed the parish register in our hands, and him- 
self assisted in our search for Halstead names. 
We failed to find any ; but the hospitality of the 
gentlemanly Rector in a measure atoned for the 
disappointment. 

From the Rectory — which is a little gem, so 
suggestive is it of refinement and artistic taste — 
he took us through the beautiful grounds to his 
church. He is very fond of his church, and has 
lately superintended its restoration and intro- 
duced some important improvements. Surround- 
ing both the rectory and church is a large park, 
with grass and flowers in perfect order. Its lofty 
trees overshadow the little church (All Saints), 
with its square tower, so typical of the country 
churches in beautiful, picturesque England ! 

The Rector returned with us in our carriage to 
Bury St. Edmunds. He described to us the 
scenery on the way : said the road we were 
driving over was a favorite one with Queen Eliza- 
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beth — she frequently used it with her retinue 
when visiting this district. In the distance, he 
pointed to an old manor house, where the Queen 
stayed in those early days. 

With this pleasant episode at Hawstead, in Ca 
Suffolk, ended our efforts in search of £imily 
history. 



^ 
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IN continuance of the history of the Halsted 
family, I quote from the record o'f Mr. John 
Jacob Halsted, of Washington City, D.C., which 
corresponds with the manuscripts quoted : 

** Sir William Lawrence Hallsted, of the British 
Navy, K.C.B., Admiral of the White." 

The arms and crest were granted to him by 
patent, dated November 20, 1628. In the lan- 
guage of heraldry it is thus described : 

'* Hallsted (I^ndon). Gu, an Eagle disprd, 
Kr.m, a Chief, Chequy, or, and az, Esto Semper 
Fidelis!'' 

Fifty-nine years later we find, in accordance 
with old English law, that this coat of arms was 
confirmed to one of his descendants, Lawrence 
Halsted. His arms differ only from the original 
in the crest, which was merely an ornament 
affixed to the helmet, surmounting it The 
device might therefore be a personal selection, or 
the choice of ancestors. In some cases families 
have adopted several crests, while the same coat 
of arms is retained. 
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Again, quoting from Mr. Halsted: "We have 
a partial record of the descendants of Sir William 
Lawrence Hallsted. The names of Oliver Hall- 
sted, of Rowley, in Com Lane (predecessor), and 
of John Hallstead, who married Mary Seller, and 
George Hallsted and Lawrence Hallsted, of Sun- 
ning, in Co. Berks, England, merchant, of Lon- 
don, 1634, married Hester Chamberlain, daughter 
of Abraham Chamberlain, merchant, of London. 
The children of Lawrence and Hester Hallsted 
were — Lawrence, Abraham, John, Oliver, James, 
Matthias, William. The most interesting point 
in this record is the marked coincidence of the 
male Christian names, which are the same for 
subsequent generations in the American families, 
the names of the last five of the sons of Lawrence 
being continued for several generations in the 
United States." 

The family name first appears in this country 
at Hempstead and Jamaica, L. I., where Jonas, 
Timothy, and Joseph Hallsted were settled in 
in 1656-57 and 1660. 

They are supposed to have come from Hamp- 
stead, England, from the fact that Hempstead, 
L. I., was settled mostly by persons from the old 
locality so named. This supposition is somewhat 
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confirmed by the recent investigation of a rela- 
tive,* who, in searching the record at the old 
Parish Church (St John's) in Hampstead, Eng- 
land, found registered there the name of William 
Hoisted, who was buried February 11, 1697. 

Timothy Hallsted was the direct American 
ancestor of Robert Halsted, M.D. 

An emigrant from England, he settled as an 
original planter in Hempstead, L. I. It is stated 
further on record that he was the owner of 300 
acreSj which, according to documentsf relating to 
Colonial history, legally entitled him not only to 
be called ** Planter of a Colony," but defines him 
a ''freeholder/' capable to choose and be chosen 
in the great council, viz., **such planters and 
inhabitants as have rights to and are in posses- 
sion of fifty acres of ground," etc. From this it 
appears that a planter might possess less than 
fifty acres, but in such case could not choose 
and be chosen in the great council. 

In the Hempstead '*Towne Meetings Record," 
May ist, 1665, we find the name of Jonas Hal- 
stead as one of a party in a sale of produce. 

In 1682 we find the name of ** Timothy Hal- 



^* James M. Sanford. 
t New Jersey Archives, Vol. I., page 397. 
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sted, Sn.," among the subscribers for the support 
of the clergyman of the parish, Rev. Jeremiah 
Hobert. The engagement reads : 

**We under Righten dew Ingeage each and 
every of us, to give these under Righten sumes 
to Jeremy Hobert yearly, during the time we live 
under ministry, and to pay it in com or cattel at 
Prise as it passes current amongst us.'** 

In 1685, among the eighty-one taxable inhabit- 
ants and freeholders of the town, it is recorded 
. that '^Timothy Halstead, Sen,,*' was the owner of 
three hundred acres (the largest owner but two of 
them), and that *' Timothy Halstead, Jr.," was 
the owner of seventy-eight acres. 

We have also, in 1685, the name of ** Timothy 
Halsted, Jr.," attached to a legal instrument. 
This document shows that he had designed to be 
a co-purchaser with others of a district in New 
Jersey, bordering on Newark Bay and Staten 



* The celebration of the 250th anniversary of the First 
Presbyterian Church in America, was begun in Christ's 

Presbyterian Church, at Hempstead, L. L, Sunday 

1894. The church was decorated with flags. On the 
right of the grand organ was the American flag of 1894, 
while on the left was the British flag of 1644. Many pro- 
minent clergymen from New York and Brooklyn took 
part in the celebration. — New York Tribune. 
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Island Sound, but did not at that time purchase. 
Subsequently, however, a deed of sale was made 
to him and his son Caleb Halsted, dated May 4th, 
1 72 1, conveying to them a large tract in the same 
vicinity. The property is described as ** lying on 
the south side of Elizabeth Creek." The pur- 
chase money was ;^i,5oo current lawful money 
of the province, and the tract contained about 
four hundred acres. This estate was long known 
as the Halsted Point Farm, and, years before the 
American Revolution, a respectable structure was 
erected, and occupied as the homestead, on the 
point, overlooking the Sound. This building 
(now used for business purposes) still stands 
(1880), its aged and massive timbers in a good 
state of preservation, and, in the language of 
another, ''There is an air and halo of good name 
and fame around it, because of the part chosen 
by its occupants in the dark days that tried men's 
souls.** 

Timothy Halsted, Jr., married Martha Denton. 
Martha Denton was probably a descendant of 
Rev. Richard Denton, a leading man among the 
first English settlers of Hempstead, in 1644. Bom 
of a good family at Yorkshire, England, in 1586, 
educated at Cambridge University, he was minis- 
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ter of Colly Chapel, Halifax, for seven years. 
The same intolerant spirit which led eventually 
to the "Act of Uniformity," that deprived so 
many Protestant clergymen of their homes, caused 
Mr. Denton's removal, and he probably arrived in 
New England with Governor Winthrop in 1630. 

We have not the date of the removal from 
Hempstead to Elizabethtown of Timothy Hal- 
stead, Jr., the founder of the New Jersey family, 
who went there with his son, Caleb Halsted. 

The same year of the land purchase (i 721) we 
have record of the birth of Caleb Halsted 2d. 
Thirteen years after his birth, his grandfather, 
Timothy Halstead, Jr., died in Elizabeth Town. 
He was buried there in St. John's Churchyard 
(Episcopal). His headstone* is yet standing, 
with the inscription : 

*'Here lyeth ye body of Timothy Halstead, 
who died February ye 27th Anno Domini 1735, 
in the 77th year of his age." 

The fourth in direct line of descent from 
Timothy Halsted Sen., was 

Caleb Halsted 2d, bom July 8, 1721; married 
Rebecca Ogden, 1743. 

* This tombstone, visible some years ago, cannot now 
be found ; owing, probably to the recent alteration and 
extension of the church building. 
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Rebecca Ogden was the daughter of 
Robert Ogden ist, who was the son of 
Jonathan Ogden, who was the son of 
John Ogden. 

John Ogden was bom in Northampton, Eng- 
land, and traced his descent from John Ogden. 
He married Jane Bond. 

From *' Hatfield's History of Elizabeth Town, 
New Jersey,** and from other sources, we learn 
that this John Ogden was the first immigrant of 
the Ogden family, that he was a man of piety, of 
substance and of distinction ; that he ** planted 
colonies,** that he lived in Stamford, Conn., in 
1641, and in 1642 contracted with the Dutch 
Governor, William Kieft, to build a stone church 
in the Fort of New Amsterdam. The fort stood 
within the precincts of the present Battery in 
New York City.* 



* According to the historian, D. T. Valentine, the old 
'*St. Nicholas Church," so styled by one writer on the 
history of New York, was commenced in 1633, its precise 
locality being on the present north side of Pearl Street, 
about midway between Whitehall and Broad Streets. It 
was of wood and very plain, and in 1642 was abandoned 
for a stone edifice erected within the walls of the fort. 

'* A tablet set in front of the building, and bearing an 
inscription, was at the close of the last century discovered 
buried in the ground, and was removed to the church in 
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•* The picture on the preceding page represents 
the Church in the Fort, New Amsterdam, in 
1650. It is a fac-simile of an original drawing in 
its ancient frame, in possession of the New York 
Historical Society. It was made by Laurens 
Hermansz Block, and shows New Amsterdam 
with the Church in the Fort, as seen from the 
ship Lydta in 1650. This church within the 
fortifications was the first substantial church 
edifice erected on the island of Manhattan."* 

*' The other picture, twenty-nine years later, is 
taken from an original drawing of the two Laba- 
dist travelers who visited New York in 1679.*'* 

*'Also by grant of Governor Keift, with 
Richard Denton and others, said John Ogden 
made the settlement of Hempstead, LJ., in 1644. 
He removed to Southampton, I4, 1,, in 1647. He 
held office as magistrate under the Connecticut 
and New Haven Colonies, and represented 



* **An Historic Church.*' Historical sketch, pre- 
pared by the Consistory of the Collegiate Church of New 
York, 1895. 

Garden Street (now Exchange Place), and set in the 
belfry for preservation. In 1835, when the edifice was 
burned in the great fire, the ancient slab also was 
destroyed. "-^iV^2«' Vor^ Observer, 
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Southampton in the Upper House of King's 
Council, Conn." 

It is claimed for him that Charles JI. gave him 
armorial bearing^, with the legend, '* Granted to 
John Ogden, Esquire, by King Charles the 
second, for his faithful services to his unfortunate 
father, Charles the first 

In 1644 John Ogden was one of the few 
original patentees who established the settlement 
of Elizabeth Town, New Jersey.* Five grown 
up sons accompanied him from I/)ng Island. 

A man of sterling piety, he was frequently 
called ** Good old John Ogden,** sometimes called 
"John Ogden the planter.** He died December, 
168 1. His third son, Jonathan Ogden, called 
** Deacon,'* was the father of Robert Ogden first. 
The present generation know of him as one of a 
long line of pious ancestry, and that he was a 
ruling elder in the Presbyterian Church in 
Elizabeth Town in the year 1721, and repre- 



* The precise date of the first occupation of this tract 
(500,000 acres) is not on record. It was doubtless a 
humble beginning. The purchase was made October 
28, 1664, and the Governor's patent or grant was ob- 
tained December ist following. Four hundred fathoms 
of white wampom purchased it from the Indians. — 
Hatfield's "History of Elizabeth Town.** 
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sented that church for the first time in Synod. 
He was twice married. His first wife was Han- 
nah Crane ; his second wife was Phoebe Roberts, 
of Newark. 

There were nine children by these marriages: 
Robert Ogden 2nd, Mary Ogden, Rebecca Ogden, 
Sarah Ogden. The names of the other children 
are not now obtainable. 

His epitaph reads : 

Here lieth the remains of 
Robert Ogden, Esq. 
Obit Nov. 30, 1733, 
Aed 46. 
One dear to God, to man most dear, 
A pillar in both Church and State, 
Whose soul doth with bright angels mate, 
His name immortal shall remain 
Till this cold clay revives again. 

The sons of Robert Ogden 2nd were : — Robert 
Ogden 3rd, General Matthias Ogden, Colonel 
Aaron Ogden. 

These were all prominent citizens during the 
early history of Elizabeth Town, "distinguished 
for their patriotism and valor on the battle fields 
of the Revolution." 

Also, a daughter of Robert Ogden 2nd was 
married to a son of the celebrated divine, Jonathan 
Edwards, of New England. 
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Mary Ogden; daughter of Robert Ogden ist, 
and sister of Robert Ogden 2d, married Job 
Stockton, of Princeton, New Jersey. 

Rebecca Ogden, also daughter of Robert 
Ogden ist, and sister of Robert Ogden 2d, 
married Caleb Halsted, of Elizabeth Town, New 
Jersey. 

Sarah Ogden, also daughter of Robert Ogden 
ist, and sister of Robert Ogden 2d, married 
Moses Bloomfield, of Woodbridge, New Jersey. 

These four New Jersey families, so closely con- 
nected by marriage and intermarriage, "were 
early settlers of the soil, and embraced men 
prominent as jurists, statesmen, and influential in 
private life.'* 

Among them are the following well-known 
names : 
John Ogden (1641), and Timothy Halsted (1682). 

Robert Ogden ist. ' 

Robert Ogden 2d. 

Robert Ogden 3d. 

Robert Halsted, M. D. 

General Matthias Ogden. 

Col. Aaron Ogden, afterwards Governor of the 
State of New Jersey. 

Hon. Richard Stockton. 
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Hon. Joseph Bloomfidd, Governor of the State 
of New Jersey in 1812. 

Resuming the record of this branch of the 
Halsted family, with first the marriage of Caleb 
Halsted with Rebecca Ogden, in 1743, they 
then being in possession of the estate known as 
** Halsted Point Farm," situated, as already 
described, on Staten Island Sound. 

Their children were : Robert, William, Sarah, 
Caleb, John and Elihu (twins), Phoebe, Matthias, 
Ann, Polly, Jacob, Jonathan. 

Very much of interest might be given concern- 
ing all the members of this family and their 
numerous descendants, now extending to the 
ninth generation from Timothy Halsted, Sr., 
the American ancestor. This sketch, however, 
being intended more particularly for the direct 
descendants of the eldest child and son, Robert 
Halsted, will be confined to his branch of the 
family. 

We have not, and regret the inability to furnish 
the silhouette of Dr. Halsted' s first wife, Mary 
Wiley. The one furnished is that of his second 
wife, Mary Mills, who is equally worthy of the 
love and esteem of his descendants, with the one 
who in loving sympathy shared the sorrows of his 
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Dr. Robert Halsted. Mrs. Mary Mills Halsted. 

His Wife. 

Married about 1787. 
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THR HAI^TED FAMII^Y 35 

imprisonment and suflFerings during the Revolu- 
tionary War. 

We have, however, this interesting specimen 
of her handiwork—part of a sampler— worked 
when a child five years old, in the year 1756, as 
she herself tells us. It is now faded by age, and 
its reproduction is almost beyond the photogra- 
pher's art With diflSculty we can read on it 
these lines: 

''This work in hands my friends may have, 
when I am dead laide in the grave. Let virtue 
be my guid. Mary Wiley, her work, aged 5 
years. 

September, the 28 day of the month, 1756.*' 

Robert Halsted was bom at Halsted Point 
Farm, Elizabeth Town, N. J., September 13, 
1746. His educational training was the best of 
that period. 

In the triennial catalogue of the venerable 
** College of New Jersey,'' at Princeton, we find 
his name as a graduate in 1765, in the twentieth 
year of his age. 

His classmates were Rev. Jacob Van Arsdale, 
Judge Bacon, Doctor Rush, Dr. Rumsay, Robert 
Ogden 3d, Jonathan Ogden. 

The College Presidents during his course as an 
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titidergraduate Were Rev. Aaron Burr, and Rev. 
Jonathan Edwards, D. D. Robert Halsted chose 
the medical profession and studied in New York 
City. 

He received his diploma, established himself in 
Elizabeth Town, and practiced there successfully* 

In " The Medical Men of New Jersey,*' by Dr. 
Wickes, he is mentioned as one of the oldest 
physicians of the State> and as doing efficient 
service after the battle of Monmouth, in dressing 
the wound of Col. Aaron Ogden, his cousin. 

His patriotism is also noticed, which being out- 
spoken, brought upon him the notice of the 
enemy, who, it is said, offered a price for his 
head. His capture and imprisonment in the 
"Old Sugar House,*' in Liberty Street, New 
York, and his sufferings in consequence are 
historic. 

The letters he received from his wife at that 
time were carefully preserved ; they are now in 
the possession of the New Jersey Historical Soci- 
ety, Newark, N. J. The particulars of this cap- 
ture are as follows : 

During those troublous times, it was not the 
custom of Dr. Robert Halsted to visit patients at 
night ; but on one dark and stormy night he was 
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Mary Wiley. Her Work. 
Aged 5 years, 1755. 
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aroused and informed of the serious illness of a 
personal friend, with the request to go to her at 
once. He quickly dressed, unwilling to leave his 
delicate wife and young infant,— -yet at the call of 
duty, he accompanied the messenger, whom he 
found when too late, was a disguised Refugee 
from Staten Island, who instead of taking him to 
the sick friend, handed him over to the enemy ! 
He was taken to the British headquarters in New 
York, there confined for weeks in the **01d Sugar 
House'' * in Liberty Street (called Crown Street 



* The Site of the Old Sugar House. 
To the Editor of The Tribune, 

Sir: "R. W.**in The Tridune of June 13, inquires 
as to the "Old Sugar House" in Liberty Street. The 
writer in 1824, was bom in Liberty Street, directly op- 
posite the *'01d Sugar House,'* which was used as a 
prison during the War of the Revolution. My maternal 
grand&ther was a Captain in the American Army during 
the War of the Revolution, and was confined there as a 
prisoner. While he was there, the smallpox broke out, 
and he and many others were the sufferers. When he 
was released and went to his family, they at first did not 
recognize him, he was so emaciated and disfigured. The 
writer was a frequent visitor at the "Old Sugar House,** 
until he was twelve years old. 

The Mutual Life Insurance Company are now building 
on the 100 feet then occupied by the "Sugar House.** 

"DiRCK.** 

Flatbush, L. I.* June 14, 1892. 
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anterior to 1729)^ then turned into a loathsome^ 
stifling prison, where the patriotic fathers of our 
country suffered, languished, and in many in- 
stances died. 

This Old Sugar House was a dark stone build- 
ing, five stories in height, with small deep 
windows like port-holes, giving it the appearance 
of a prison. Each story was divided into two 
apartments. A large barred door opened upon 
I^iberty Street, and firom another on the south- 
east side, a stair-way led to gloomy cellars, 
which were used as dungeons. Around the whole 
building was a passage a few feet wide, and there 
day and night British and Hessian sentinels 
patrolled. Within this gloomy jail, the healthy 
and the sick, white and black, were indiscrimi- 
nately thrust, and there during the summer of 
1777, many died from want of exercise, cleanli- 
ness and fresh air. They had no seats, and their 
beds of straw were filled with vermin, etc., etc."* 

A letter written by Major John Wiley, a pat- 
riot officer in the Revolutionary War, and 
brother-in-law of Dr. Robert Halsted, dated 
Morristown, April 7th, 1781, throws some light 
upon his capture, and the high estimation placed 

* I-ossing's Pictorial Field Book of the Revolution, 
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upon the influence of his character, and efforts in 
behalf of the cause of the colonists in their strug- 
gle with the Mother Country. 

The following is an extract from this letter 
written to his son, Charles Wiley, of New York : 

'* Would have joined you before, but unfortunately 
have been prevented by my brother-in-law, the 
Doctor, being captured- by those hell-hounds, commonly 
termed Refugees. The Doctor with two more valuable 
citizens are now confined in the Dungeon at New York, 
and are debarred the use of pen, ink, and paper, fed upon 
bread and water, and are refused the benefit of the 'Car- 
tel,' established by General Washington and the British 
General, with this poor plea,T-that whatever prisoners 
are taken by the associators in New York are to be ex- 
changed agreeable to their own mode. I leave you then 
to guess when we are to expect the Doctor's enlargement 
I have however the consolation to find that all the friends 
this way to Liberty and Independence are at least roused, 
and have obligated themselves to retaliate on our in- 
ternal enemies who are connections of these freebooters 
and plunderers, Major Hatfield, John Blanchard, etc., 
whose sons lead every party that come over, who are to 
be taken up in a few days. This may be an inducement to 
the villains on the other side the water [Staten Island 
Sound], to offer an exchange of prisoners. We have 
above three hundred subscribers to the agreement we 
have entered into, although it has not been handed 
about but two days. When I say that I am in hopes that 
our plan will lead the Refugees to a proposal for an ex- 
change of prisoners, I mean it for those which we have 
taken by force of arms, who were making depredations 
in this State, apd have already been offered for the 
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Whigs I have already mentioned without effect ; they 
(the Hatfields) have publicly declared that they would 
not take twenty British troops in exchange for each one 
of our poor captivated friends, and I am clearly of opin- 
ion that nothing but the mode we are about to adopt will 
regain them. I have not time to recount to you the par- 
ticular aggravations which attended the capture of the 
Doctor, nor the unhappy situation of my sister, as the 
express waits. 

''Compliments to friends, etc., 

"John Wiley." 

In Leake's history, ** Life and Times of Gen. 
John Lamb,.** is found on page 151, the follow- 
ing note : 

"In 1781, Dr. Halstead, the brother-in-law of Major 
Wiley, was taken from his residence at Elizabeth Town, 
by a marauding party of the British, and confined in the 
City prison under Cunningham. As soon as Major Wiley 
was made acquainted with the capture, he gave notice to 
some of the friends of the British in New Jersey, that if 
his brother-in-law was not immediately released, he 
would retaliate upon them, and send them to the Camp 
as hostages. 

*'The threat was effectual, and the prisoners, who had 
been in close confinement on bread and water, were 
liberated." 

Leake obtained his information from the 
** Lamb Papers,** New York Historical Society. 

The situation of the Halsted farm, being 
directly on Staten Island Sound, rendered it an 
easy prey to the forays and pillage of the Refu- 
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gees on the opposite side, who were a source of 
perpetual terror to the Halsted family. Quoting 
from ** Hatfield's History of Elizabeth Town, 
N. J.,*' pages 476 and 482. ** Last Friday night 
(24th), some villains from Staten Island came 
over to Elizabeth Town, and carried off Matthias 
Halsted, Esq., a worthy citizen." " On the 26th 
April, a party of the enemy from Staten Island, 
consisting of about thirty men, attempted to sur- 
prise last Sunday night a small guard at Halsted's 
Point," but through the alertness of the sentinels 
(one of which they killed), their plan was effect- 
ually marred. 

They plundered Mr. Halsted of beds and bed- 
ding, the family wearing apparel, and seven or 
eight head of creatures. The Refugees on Staten 
Island took advantage of the reduction of forces 
at Elizabeth Town and renewed their predatory 
excursions, crossed over the sound on the nights 
of June 1 2 th, and Friday i8th. These Tories and 
several British soldiers landed at Halsted's Point, 
from whence they stole up in small parties 
amongst their friends, where probably they ob- 
tained full information of the strength and con- 
dition of our guard at Halsted*s house, which 
they attacked about daylight in the morning; 
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the g^ard being vigilant escaped (except one 
killed), and gave the alarm to the town; the 
villains in the mean time plundered the house of 
almost everything portable, took off his riding 
chair, and made Mr. Halsted a prisoner, — ^who, 
however, had the address to take advantage of 
the surprise these British were thrown into by 
the firing of a single gun, and made his escape 
from them. Had they stayed a few minutes 
longer, they would probably have paid dear for 
their presumption ; as it was, they had two men 
wounded, one of them, mortally." **Thus passed 
in alarm and terror the ever memorable winter of 
1779-80, memorable for the severity of the season, 
and for the devastation made by the merciless 
foe.'' 

Sorties from the hostile British fleet, then 
snugly anchored in a safe haven between Sandy 
Hook and Staten Island, took frequent excursions 
down the Bay, and found a convenient landing at 
the Halsted Point Farm. The family were gen- 
erally on the alert, and by means of the spy-glass 
could see approach and comprehend the move- 
ments of the enemy, and a sentinel would then 
be on duty. On one of these occasions, the men 
of the household being unavoidably absent, Miss 
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Ann Halsted perceived a party of soldiers, act- 
ually landing on their premises. Instantly as- 
suming the dress of her father, she seized his 
musket, and hastened toward them. Concealing 
herself, she rested the musket in the crotch of the 
rail fence, and fired it at the advancing group. 

Thus surprised and alarmed^ the enemy quickly 
retreated. 

At a dinner party given at Elizabeth Town 
after this event, General Washington being 
present, he toasted Miss Ann Halsted, as ** The 
bravest young lady in New Jersey." 

Dr. Robert Halsted, died in Elizabeth Town, 
September, 1825, aged seventy-nine years. 

An expensive monument in honor of his 
memory was erected by his son, the late William 
M. Halsted, Sr., of New York City. 

It is placed in the family plot in the Evergreen 
Cemetery in Elizabeth, N. J, 

Of the two crests on the Halsted Arms (The 
I^ion Rampant, and The Eagle displayed out of a 
Ducal Coronet,) The Lion Rampant is preferred 
and retained by the descendants of Dr. Robert 
Halsted, that device having been used by him ; 
and it being among the oldest used in Heraldry, 
and of the 12th century. 
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^ Dr. Robert Halsted was twice married. His 

first wife was Mary Wiley, of New York City. 
Mary Mills of Elizabeth Town, N, J., was his 
V, second wife. 

Their children were : Job Stockton Halsted, 

*; . Mary Tillinghast Halsted, Rebecca Ogden Hal- 

<{^ . V sted, Robert Wiley Halsted, William Mills 

^ ; : ■ Halsted, Matthias Ogden Halsted, Jacob Halsted* 

^H, ^ -C Hannah Halsted. 

' \ [ Rebecca Ogden Halsted was the second 

i-^ daughter of Robert Halsted,. M, D., and Mary 
^^ Wiley. 

, i James Maver and Rebecca Ogden Halsted were 

\^ I married NovembeM3th, 1809. 

^ Elizabeth Ross Maver is the second daughter of 
^ ' X James Maver and RAecca Ogden Halsted. qr, "^^AcUi- 

Rev. Albert Barnes King and Elizabeth Ross /',:/ j. f. 
Maver were married November 13th, 1861. 

Elizabeth Ross King is the seventh in direct 
line of descent from Timothy Halsted, Sr., of 
Hempstead, Long Island. Also, the seventh in 
direct line of descent from John Ogden of Hemp- 
stead, Long Island, and of Elizabeth Town, New 
Jersey. 

It is interesting to notice, that the first baptism 
recorded in the register of St John's Church, 
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' EsTO Semper Fidklis." 
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Elizabeth Town, N. J., November 3d, 1751, was 
Matthias, son of Matthias and Susannah Halsted 
Williamson, daughter of John Halsted. Also 
that the name Halsted, occurs in * 'Hatfield's 
History of Elizabeth Town" on pages.': 
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Since this little book (**Halsted and Ogden 
Families") was printed, another book has been 
published entitled ''Inscriptions on Tombstones, 
— found in the burying grounds of St. John's Epis- 
copal Church and the First Presbyterian Church 
of Elizabeth, New Jersey." From this book the 
following inscriptions relating to the early ances- 
tors of these families have been copied, giving 
additional information and interest to the authen- 
tic narrative already given to relatives. 

Here Lyeth ye body of 

Abigaii*, wife of 

Timothy Hai^tead, 

who died May ye 19th, 

A. D. 1732 and 

in the 68th year of her age. 

Here Lyeth ye body of 

Timothy Halstead, 

who deceased 

February ye 27th, 

Anno Domini 1734-5, 

and in ye 77th year of his age. 

These two are the oldest inscriptions, and were 
the only ancestral tombstones found in St. John's 
burying ground. 
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In Memory of 
Mr. Caleb Hai^tsd, 
who departed this Life 

June ye 4th, 

Anno Domini 1784, 

and in the 64th year of his age. 

Under these clods in dust and ruins, lie 
The remains of meekness, kindness, piety, 
To be reviewed when Christ in glory comes. 
To wake his sleeping 
Saints and call them home. 

R. H. 

In Memory of the 

*WlDOW Rbbeccah, 

relict of 

Cai^kb Hamted, 

who died 

March 31st, 1806, 

aged 76 years, 9 months and 14 days. 

The unremitting path she trod 
That leads to happiness and God, 
Her seventy years had run their race 
Ere she was called to heaven's embrace; 
The joyful spirit left the clay 
Until the resurrection day. 
And here the precious treasure lies 
'Till God shall call it to the skies. 



♦ Daughter of Robert and Phoebe Ogden. 
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Here lies entombed 

in expectation of the Resurrection 

of the saints 

the body of 

*Mary Stockton, 

relict of 

Job Stockton, Esq., of Princeton 

She lived 
A generous benefactor to the poor 
A tender parent of the orphan 
In her friendship open and candid 
Inculcating and practicing virtue 
She set an example of undisembled Piety 

She died 

In the hope of the Gospel of Jesus on the 

29th day of January, A. D. 1795, 

Aged 65 years and 7 months. 

These last three inscriptions on the tombstones 
were found in the burying ground of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 



* Daughter of Robert and Phoebe Ogden. 
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APPENDIX. 



THE following brief historical notice of dis- 
tinguished members of the Ogden family, 
from the pen of the Hon. Daniel Haines, of New 
Jersey, a grandson of Robert Ogden 3d ; also, the 
gracefully penned description of the old timed 
Schoolmistress of Elizabeth Town, by Mrs. Mary 
Haines Darrah, a grand-daughter of Robert 
Ogden 3d, will be recognized as having a right 
of entrance into the larger historical sketch of the 
Halsted family, since they were collaterally 
related and intimately associated with members 
of that family in Colonial times. 

E. R. K. 
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ROBERT Ogden ist, was a ruling elder in the 
Presbyterian Church, in Elizabeth Town, 
in the year 1721, and represented that church for 
the first time in Synod. 

Robert Ogden 2d, was Speaker of the New 
Jersey Assembly in 1765, and a delegate to the 
New York Congress. 

Robert Ogden 3d, was bom at Elizabeth Town, 
March, 1746. A graduate of the College of New 
Jersey in 1765. He studied law with Richard 
Stockton, the distinguished jurist and statesman, 
one of the signers of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence. He was licensed to practice law in all 
the courts of New Jersey, June 21, 1770, and 
appointed by Governor Franklin, one of the 
Surrogates of New Jersey, instead of his father, 
Robert Ogden 2d, resigned. He was called the 
** Honest Lawyer/* He filled numerous offices 
of honor and trust under the Royal government. 
He was a member of the Provincial Council, and 
for several years Speaker of the House of Assem- 
blies. When the war of the Revolution began, 
he took a firm stand on the side of freedom and 
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was a member of the Committee of Vigilance at 
Elizabeth Town, etc. He was obnoxious to the 
Tories, and they made great eflForts to capture 
him. 

In patriotism and valor he was not surpassed 
even by his brother, General Matthias Ogden, 
who was wounded at the storming of the heights 
of Quebec, and subsequently distinguished for 
military skill and personal daring in many battle- 
fields of the Revolution. But Providence denied 
him the honors of the field ; his right arm having 
been disabled by a fall in childhood, he could 
neither wield a sword nor handle a musket, but 
he rendered good service in the capacity of Quar- 
termaster and Commissary of Stores. He gave 
his time and his talents, spent his money and 
pledged his credit freely to supply the suffering 
army of Washington with subsistence, clothing, 
horses and transportation. His readiness and 
ability to do this will be shown by the following 
incident : 

His brother, Captain Aaron Ogden, afterwards 
Colonel, and Governor of New Jersey, one of the 
Aides-de-camp of General I^afayette, was sum- 
moned to the tent of that distinguished and 
beloved patriot and friend of American liberty. 
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On his appearing at the tent, the Marquis said : 
** Captain Ogden, have you a good horse?" 
** No, sir,'* replied the Captain, "but my brother 
Robert has." ** Get one," said the Commander, 
** and select twenty-five men as escort ; let them 
be well-mounted and equipped in the best manner, 
and report to me at twelve o'clock for a delicate 
and important service. ' ' 

At the hour named, Captain Ogden with the 
escort appeared, mounted and equipped as 
ordered. He was then instructed to bear a flag of 
truce to the British oflScer in command at Paulus 
Hook, with the verbal message to Sir Henry 
Clinton, whose headquarters were in the City of 
New York, proposing to exchange Major Andre 
for the traitor Arnold. This proposition, as is 
well-known, was rejected, but the gallant captain 
who bore it, and the commissary who furnished 
the horses and equipments, then so important in 
the impoverished condition of the country, alike 
received the commendations of I^afayette and 
Washington. Copied by permission from docu- 
ments in the possession of Mrs. Mary M. Halsted 
Ryerson, widow of Hon. Martin Ryerson, LI/.I?., 
and Judge of the Supreme Court, of New Jersey 
in 1874. 
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Judge Ryerson was a grandson of Robert 
Ogden 3d, and his widow is the seventh in direct 
line of descent from Timothy Halsted Sr., and 
from John Ogden. 



**The Faithfui. Teacher." 
By Mrs. Mary Haines Darrah, 1842, Grand- 
daughter OF Robert Ogden 3D. 

At an age of the world when everything is 
taking such a rapid stride toward perfection, and 
when the science of education keeps pace with all 
other progress, when female seminaries are taking 
such a high stand, and the weaker vessel is 
receiving such cultivation of mind as to fit her 
pre-eminently to be a helpmeet for man ; we are 
in danger of forgetting as this generation is pass- 
ing away, those primitive **Dame Schools*' in 
which to so many who are now on the arena of 
life the young idea was first made to shoot and 
the right hand first practiced in its cunning. 

To save from oblivion not one of the schools of 
the prophets, but one of the schools of our 
mothers, this reminiscence is recorded. And if it 
boasts of no other virtue it strictly adheres to the 
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truth, and is but a faitbiful picture of what passed 
every day before the writer in the early days of 
her life 

In the precincts of the town,* just far enough 
from the bustle of business and the hurried foot 
of passers by for the requisite retirement of a 
literary institution, arose the narrow, tall, brown 
house, in which Miss Abbey taught her school. 

The building had never known the stain of 
white lead, but was of that hue which the chem- 
istry of rain, and sun and time had made it. It 
was enlarged by an addition in the rear, which in 
the homely phrase of rustic architecture was 
called a ' ' lean-to. ' ' Behind this extended a little 
garden, and on the roadside stretched a pretty 
grassplat enclosed by a high board fence. 

My first recollection of my preceptress was 
when I was very young, and she quite advanced 
in age ; wearing her silver locks turned straight 
back from her forehead, under a prim tab-cap of 
book muslin. Upon the right side of her chin, 
protruded from a mole, the tuft of hair upon 
which the passage of many Winters had likewise 
their bleaching eflfect. She displayed upon her 
neck a string of gold beads, and wore a petticoat 

* Elizabethtown, 
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of calamanco, surmounted by a short gown of 
India calico, with brown ground and black and 
white sprigs in it. A check apron and a pair of 
sharp-toed shoes, finished her drapery. So put- 
ting the odds and ends together — ^that is to say, 
her age and mine, she was, no doubt, once a 
subject of King George the 3d, and if it be true, 
as we have heard, she was a native of Long 
Island. 

Yes, she was a Revolutionary character ; a real 
'76*er ; a teacher of the old school, not to say an 
old school Presbyterian, for such tweedle-dums 
and tweedle-dees had not been dreamed of in that 
day. But she was a primitive teacher after ihe 
olden fashion, who allowed but few books in her 
school, but made the very best use in the world 
of those few. Hers was a school of thirty 
scholars, and the text books, the reading books, 
the books of reference, the stationary library and 
the circulating library, consisted of three books> 
and three only. They were the spelling book, 
the Catechism and the Testament, but these 
three were most faithfully conned irom A to And 
izzard, and from title-page to finis. 

But a book was a book in that day ; people did 
not Jive merely for printers and scribblers and 
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publishers ; but most carefully was every printed 
page preserved till it had faithfully served its day 
and generation. Every one of the books in this 
school was covered with a piece of thin oil-cloth, 
and everyone was supplied with a piece of wall- 
paper for a "marker," that no ''dog's ears'' 
should be made in finding places ; and to every- 
one was attached a "pointer," originally made 
fi-om the dilapidated fan-stick begged from a 
grandmother. Ah ! well do I remember the ups 
and downs of those long columns in spelling on 
those sultry Summer days; and well too, do I 
remember the feelings of self-gratification, in 
which I exulted after the toilsome ascent in the 
hill of science from '* Baker to Crucifix." And 
when we had attained to the melting story of the 
"Old Man and the Apple-tree," it seemed a 
stride to which every successive advance was but 
a trifling step. 

But much as I concur in the honor bestowed 
upon Noah Webster and his spelling book in 
this school, I cannot say that I have ever liked 
the practice of using the Holy Scriptures as a 
common reading book for beginners in the art. 
For never, firomthat day to this, do I meet with 
the solerpm a^rniation of our Blessed lyord, but 
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the drawling and monotonous *' Verily, verily, I 
say unto you," occurs to my memory with the 
image of poor old Miss Abbey, and all her scholars. 
But far be it from me to banish the best of books 
from our seminaries. Honour, honour to him 
who introduced this sacred classic as a class book 
in one of the first colleges in America.* But 
while I would not have the Bible used to teach 
children to read ; when they have once acquired 
this art, I would have them read it with reverence, 
study it with diligence, and make it the very 
foundation upon which to raise the superstructure 
of a virtuous and intelligent mind. 

But to return to my narrative : the Catechism 
was used on Saturdays ; which in this age of the 
world was a half-holiday. About ii o'clock in 
the morning, the whole school was arranged in a 
semi-cirde before our venerable preceptress, who 
on this occasion presided with more than ordinary 
dignity. 

Whether she felt happy that she was so soon 
to dismiss her **noisy crew"; whether her mind- 
was filled with veneration for the holy precepts 
she was about to inculcate, or whether her worn- 
out patience was recruiting itself by the very 

*Dr. Ashbel Green at Nassau Hall. 
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anticipation of the repose of the Sabbath, I trow 
not ; but this I know, that I loved to look upon 
her countenance more on a Saturday than at any 
other time. 

The youngest child stood foremost, the tallest 
at the foot of the class ; and when we were all in 
our places Miss Abbey wiped and adjusted her 
spectacles, looked at the hour-glass, and pro- 
ceeded with the questions. The long primer with 
the marble cover contained the ** Mother's Cate- 
chism" and the *' Westminster Shorter Cate- 
chism." The questions went around the whole 
class, and as each one exhausted her stock of 
knowledge she sat down ; but long and reiterated 
were the commendations bestowed upon those 
who stood out to the last question of the Shorter 
Catechism ! 

So much for the literary department, for we 
were not allowed to write, and whether the feel- 
ing which rested upon the mind of Miss Abbey 
was akin to that which possessed the soul of Lord 
Douglas when he exclaimed upon hearing of the 
forgery of Marmion — 

" Thanks to St. Botham, son of mine, 
Sax Gawain, ne'er could pen a line." 

I cannot affirm, but this I know, that our good 



Digitized by 



Google 



S8 THK HAXSl^BD FAMII.Y 

teacher was quite too neat to allow a drop of ink 
in her school-room. But it was in that art which 
Dominie Sampson considered useless, that accom- 
plishment which so many of our modem young 
ladies look upon as appropriate only to the dark 
ages — the art of shaping and hemming, the ac- 
complishment of plain sewing— that the talents of 
Miss Abbey shone with focal lustre. 

Every girl had her "little satchel" and her 
** great satchel.*' The first contained a small 
brass thimble and, as it was before the era of 
spool-cotton, a ball of basting thread and a ball 
of sewing thread. This satchel was swallowed 
up by its more capacious companion, which also 
contained the piece of work to be accomplished. 
The big satchel and all its contents was safely 
deposited in Miss Abbey's large work-basket and 
the work looked over, basted, and made ready 
for the hands of the little operators next morning* 

No one was ever tolerated in this school who 
was above having her work ** fitted," and every 
seam was basted up, and every hem basted down> 
and about an inch sewed at the beginning and 
ending by our neat-handed preceptress herself 

But when it came to that masterpiece of needle- 
work, the putting on of a wristband or collar, not 
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a basting thread was allowed. But for the 
important service every shirtmaker was obliged 
to keep in readiness fifteen pins of a particular 
size, by which this part of her task was pinned 
on, lest the "gathers" should be displaced by 
drawing a thread through them before they were 
sewed fast. 

Our good school madam was a disciplinarian. 
She venerated the Holy Scriptures; she believed 
Solomon to be the wisest of men, and the wisest of 
his axioms to be: * * Foolishness is bound up in the 
heart of a child, but the rod of correction shall 
drive it far from him." She was a person of 
genuine principle, and acted upon her convictions 
of duty ; therefore she cultivated a long row of 
quince bushes, that she might have an abundance 
of switches. And these were always in abeyance, 
and often in energetic exercise, " the short 
switch," ** the long switch," and *'the bunch of 
switches." 

The loquacious tongue was stopped by holding 
a block of pine in the mouth, and the eyesight of 
the poor sewer was assisted by a pair of leather 
spectacles. 

But there was one trait in the character of our 
good school madam that was so conspicuous that 
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it is to be remembered by all who knew her, and 
may not be passed over in silence at this time. We 
allude to her remarkable neatness. Not a hair 
was ever displaced upon her forehead, not a spot 
or wrinkle to be discovered upon her attire. No 
particle of dust was ever to be seen upon her 
premises, and the very floor upon which we 
walked was as resplendent in whiteness as it was 
the very day it escaped from the plane of the 
artificer. 

But how this neatness was preserved when she 
was surrounded by such a group of children, was 
to many a mystery of mysteries ! But perhaps a 
glimpse through the huge back gate will throw 
some light upon the subject. 

Come in, then, with us, and behold the old 
white-handled knife with which we scraped every 
particle of dust from the soles and sides of our 
shoes, and from between the soles and uppers. 
Then see how we rubbed them on the grass, and 
afterwards sat upon the door sill while a com- 
panion with a little broom brushed them up and 
down, back and forth, and finally they were 
polished oflF in the great mat in the vestibule, 
when with a short dodging courtesy we entered 
the presence of purity personified. 
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Of the condition of our venerable friend we 
cannot positively affirm ; but we know that she 
must have given full credence to that Maxim of 
Goldsmith, '' Man wants but little here below"; 
and had she spoken out the sentiments of her 
heart, she would have added, " and woman needs 
still less." Miss Abbey would have deemed it 
more than extortion to have taken a larger sum 
than one dollar and a half per quarter; though I 
am certain she gave us quite the value of this in 
scoldings and whippings, to say nothing in the 
drillings in spelling, and the reading and the 
Catechism and sewing lessons. But having food 
and raiment, she was therewith content. 

And whether our good friend was prone with 
the microscopic glass to peep into the profundities 
of nature, and luxuriate in the secrets of science, 
we cannot certainly say; but she surely did find 
out that the sparkling and bright waters, which 
we have so loved to hear murmuring and gurg- 
ling over the smooth stones of the brook, which 
we admired so much in the brimming bucket, and 
which tasted so delightfully from the tin cups by 
which it was served round the school-room, that 
the same refreshing, tempting, thirst-slackening 
water was — ^ahl marvellous to relate — full of 
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living critters! and therefore, as a faitliful 
guardian ot her youthful charge, she caused every 
drop of it to be boiled before it was tasted. 

Poor Miss Abbey ! Would that I owned her 
autograph ! I would place it in my parlor, by 
the side of my chosen and tried friend, Noah 
Webster, and there should the rising generation 
behold in those lineaments two persons who have 
pursued literature, not for the praise of man, but 
for the good of children ; not for pleasure, but for 
utility; not for filthy lucre, but to discharge 
fidthfully a duty. 

But the cognomen by which she was so famili- 
arly known was not the whole of her name. The 
brown stone in the village churchyard, that is 
sacred to the memory of Abigail Woodruff, marks 
the spot where she rests from her labors. 

The grass of many summers now waves over 
her grave, and if it be true that they who are 
faithful over a few things are rewarded in the 
world to come, Miss Abbey will not be without 
her recompense. 

Copied, by permission, from a manuscript in 
the possession of Miss Mary Haines Doremus, of 
New York City, who is a great grand-daughter of 
Robert Ogden 3rd. 
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AN ORIGINAI. POEM, 

Written by Miss Sara King Wiley, a great great 

grand-daughter of Major John Wiley. She is also 

a great great grand-niece of Mary Wiley, the first 

wife of Robert Halsted, M,D. It was recited by 

her, June 28, 1894, in the Old Tennent Church, ^ 

New Jersey, on the occasion of the celebration of 

the iioth anniversary of the Battle of Monmouth, 

fought in the immediate vicinity. 

THE BATTLE OF MONMOUTH. 

In the grasses the cobwebs were hanging, 

Frosted white with the fall of the dew, 
When we roused from our sleep ere the sunrise 

As the bugles the rippling call blew, 
"Drop your knapsacks men," "form!" and now 
" Forward r 

We are off, and the red dust upflies. 
Not a breath tums the silver-lined birch leaves 

And the quivering air dazzles our eyes. 
Comes a sound ! was that thunder that rumbled ? 

In the vivid sky blazes the sun. 
'Twas the cannon that roared in the distance, 

Hasten on, for the fight has begun ! 
As we paused by a church for our orders 

Stood our Chief, as I see him e'en now, 
With his hand on his horse's hot forehead 

And the dust on his noble white brow. 
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Then a farmer rushed up to us panting— 

<* Sir, your soldiers are flying, ahead I*' 
" Silence ! this is some coward's invention, 

March forward, men," Washington said. 
Then we stirred at the cry of the bugles. 

At the sound of the trampling of feet. 
And we felt that to struggle was holy. 

And to die for our country was sweet. 
Then the blood hammered fast in our temples 

And we burned with the thirst for the fray. 
And our muscles strained hard at our muskets 

As our General spurred, plunging away. 
Look I who comes ? see the troops there before us ; 

Tis our soldiers, and flying, we see. 
Wild, disordered and jaded they meet us. 

They retreat, by the orders of Lee. 
On we go, with the haste of dread urging. 

To a farm where the broad brook runs fast 
And the children at play by the lilacs 

Come out running to see us march past, 
And the sweet thrilling sounds of their voices 

Floats across on the flower scented air, 
** O, they're marching right down to the willows, 

And they'll ruin our play-house that's there." 
O, you children ! our hearts ached to hear you. 

Though we knew not that there by your wall 
They will dig a deep trench on the morrow 

For the men that ere evening shall fall. 
Now we looked at the country below us 

Where our soldiers left honor behind 
And where flying like leaves in the autumn 

When they are whirled in the eddying wind. 
At their head lo, the recreant commander ; 

And our Chief urged his horse's quick pace 
And there on the bridge o'er the torrent 
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Lee and Washington met face to face. 
Such a glance as when Jove shakes Olympus, 

When he scatters the thunderbolts wide; 
Like the flash of a sword from its scabbard 

Came his speech: " Sir, what means this," he cried ! 
Then the orders came rattling like hailstones 

And the panic was stayed by his hand, 
And the batteries form in the forest- 
On the heights with the cannon we stand. 
From beneath the low boughs of the orchard. 

Like the angry wasps, Wayne's bullets fly, 
Till the fierce Colonel Monklon grows reckless : 

'* Drive them out, drive them out I " is the cry. 
On the Grenadiers charge with their bayonets, 

Ranks of steel like a glittering wall. 
With a crash like the meeting of waters 

Comes the answering fire and they fall. 
But the heat of the air saps our courage 

And we faint 'neath the glare of the sky, 
To the streaked brook our comrades crawl, moaning, 

Like the hurt deer, to drink and to die. 
Yet he called for a charge, the undaunted. 

And we formed in our battle array; 

But the shadows arose from the marshes. 

So we waited the coming of day. 

« « « « 

When we looked for our foes on the morrow, 

As the mist melted off in the sun. 
Like the fabled Assyrian army, 

They had vanished, and Monmouth was won. 
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AN ORIGINAI, POEM, 

Written by a great grand-daughter of Ann 
Halsted, a Revolutionary heroine, and sister of 
Rbbert Halsted, M.D. Dedicated to the New 
Jersey Society, Sons of the American Revolution^ 
December 26^ 1892. 

A century and more sheds its dim and mellow rays 
Over Revolution scenes and the deeds of other days; 
But let us part the drapery, enter into memory's halls, 
And gaze with reverent spirit at the pictures on her walls. 
There's the North Church steeple with the lantern swing- 
ing to and fro. 
And the rider urging on his steed upon the road below; 
The hopes and fears that filled the soul of loyal Paul 

Revere 
As he sped upon his errand, were not voiced to mortal 

ear. 
But as he passed the word to each terror-stricken band, 
We can almost hear him saying: ** God and my native 

land!" 
There's the Hessian camp at Trenton, December 26th, 
The soldiers idling listlessly—their arms in stacks are 

fixed; 
Still lingering o'er their Christmas feast, without a single 

fear, 
They little dream of anything but comfort and good cheer. 
But the brave and gallant leader of the now disheartened 

band 
Is already on the Delaware and so the time has planned 
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That the mercenary Hessians are surprised and put to 

rout ;— • 
And throughout the little army courage takes the place 

of doubt. 
One thousand of the enemy yield, with cannon and with 

shot, 
And the nation's fate is settled upon that very spot 
Another land and other scenes now come at Memory's 

call ;- 
Nobles and lords— a regal court; and grand among them 

all, 
Plain Benjamin Franklin tells the heirs of luxury and ease 
The story of his country's needs— the land across the 

seas. 
They bend a listening ear to his projects and his plans, 
And the struggling little colony clasps the helping hand 

of France. 
The suffering at Valley Forge, of the Camp at Morris- 
town ; — 
The traitor's deed; the dark, dark days before the 

victor's crown ;— 
All come before our vision as we linger in the past, 
And the names of martyred heroes crowd upon us thick 

and fast. 

Not all the noble men went forth upon the battle field; 
Some must remain the lands to till, the firesides to shield. 
But when the Short Hills cannon resounds in thunderous 

tones. 
The fires are lit from hill to hill ; then from their various 

homes. 
The '* Minute Men" like swarms of bees assemble at 

their posts. 
And in a trice the Morris Hills are safe from hostile hosts. 
Another silent army gave their husbands, brothers, sons, 
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To tbe service of tiidr coontiy, vfacn tliej went to man 

the guns. 
Were there no lieraines m tiieir lanks— no glorious 

maitjrdom? 
Did they not suffin- oftentimes a flKmsand deaths in one ? 
Biave Molly Pitcher faltered not belbre the cannon's roar; 
Ann Halsted dooned coat, hat and gmi and saved her 

lather's stores. 
Gay BaltinKMre still cdebrates txave Peggy Stewarfs day; 
The matron of Elizabethtown nnUdden went her way 
To the Council Chamber, where was broa«^ed the ques- 
tion of the hour — 
Snbmissioo to opiHession and to a hostile power; 
Standing before her husband, with firm, nnffinrhing 

heart. 
She said : " If yon submit, henceforth our ways do part' 
In Morristown, the women through the country far and 

wide. 
Ceased not to knit and spin from early morn till eventide, 
And many a weary soldier, ndien he felt the hand of 

death. 
Murmured blessings on their efiforts with his last sad 

parting breath. 
The Revolutionary heroes have joined the shadowy 

throng. 
But their lineal descendants still live to right the wrong. 
To resist the hostile inroads of a grasping foreign foe, 
To uplift the £sillen statue of liberty laid low. 

The handful of brave spirits as the years have passed 

away. 
Has become a mighty nation, and beneath its scepter's 

sway 
Pwell in one common brotherhood all kindreds, tribes 

and tongues-T* 
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The hordes of pent up Europe— the Greeks, the Slavs, 

the Huns, 
The Turk.the Celt, the Italian,the Spaniard,all have come, 
By thousands and ten thousands, to join the general sum; 
The Dark Continent and India, and China too, are here, 
And each passes on his way, with none molesting, none 

to fear. 
Sons of the Revolution ! What is our duty of the hour? 
Would you maintain undimmed the prestige and the 

power 
Of the heritage your fathers won in those dark and trying 

days! 
Then rouse up from your lethargy and fix your piercing 

gaze 
On the mercenary troops upon every side arrayed, 
That would rob you of your birthright and in the dust 

degrade 
The principles for which they fought, for which they bled 

and died. 
And for which, in many a soldier's grave, they are lying 

side by side ! 
Let your Minute Men assemble ! relight your signal fires. 
For the safety of your country and the honor of your sires! 
Let the lantern be flung out from the North Church 

Tower again ! 
Gird on your rusty armor and quit yourselves like men I 
When the eagle leaves his eyrie, on your next assembly 

day. 
Let him bear aloft this message to those long since 

passed away: 
That the dear old flag still floats and shall never cease to 

wave 
0*er a land where all are free and o'er homes where all 

all are brave. 

Sarah M. Davy. 
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